
The Klamath Tribes Science and Research and 
Perspective on Next Steps for Sucker Recovery

Ô The Klamath Tribes have a deeply felt responsibility to steward our Treaty 
resources (plants, animals, fish and the habitat they depend upon in the 

Upper Klamath Basin) for our members and future generations.

Ô The Klamath Tribes have relied on treaty resources including the Cõwaam

(Lost River sucker) and Koptu (Shortnose sucker) for cultural, spiritual, and 

subsistence purposes for thousands of years.

Ô Without the Cõwaamand Koptu , we simply do not have the ability to live as 

Klamath People in the way Creator intended.



Tribal Significance

ÔTribes historically harvested  
thousands of pounds of 
Cõwaamand Koptu yearly

ÔThe òReturn of the Cõwaam
Ceremonyó is held each 
spring



Klamath Tribes Science and Research

Ô Klamath Tribes have been conducting work since the early 1980s on 
endangered suckers biology and population status

Ô Conducting water quality trend monitoring on Upper Klamath Lake since 
1990 

Ô Conducting water quality trend monitoring on the major tributaries to Upper 

Klamath Lake since 2001

Ô Provided research facilities and support for studies by USGS on water quality 

tolerances of endangered suckers 

Ô Developed rearing techniques for the endangered suckers
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